BY-LAWS OF THE BRISTOL COUNTY RADIO CONTROL CLUB, INC. #1349
ARTICLE I
NAME
The name of the Corporation is the Bristol County Radio Control Club, Inc.                             
Hereinafter it shall be referred to as the Corporation.

ARTICLE II
PURPOSES

The purpose of the corporation is to act and function as a non-profit corporation to promote and further the knowledge, education and science of model aeronautics; to promote and foster educational activities and scientific advancement in model aeronautics; and to provide guidance and direction to its members and members of the general public by furthering their knowledge, skills, and abilities in the science of model aeronautics.

In addition to and in furtherance of the above purposes, the corporation may receive and accept real and personal property by way of gift, bequest, or devise and may buy, sell, lease, own, mortgage, and assign all items of real or personal property and borrow, loan, and invest sums of money all to the furtherance of the above purposes and do all things legally permitted to a non-profit corporation incorporated under Mass. General Laws, Chapter 180.

Said Corporation is organized exclusively for educational, and scientific purposes and substantially all of its activities are in furtherance of these purposes.  No part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation of the participation in any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to a candidate for political office or for any other purpose not permitted by a corporation. Club-wide communications, to include e-mails, must be approved in advance by the President or Vice-President, and cannot be of a political nature.
In furtherance of the purposes set out in the paragraphs above, the Corporation may sponsor competitive events involving the skills contained or a part of the science of model aeronautics and offer prizes, awards, and honors, and may encourage the study and discussion of those sciences through the use of demonstrations, speakers, books, publications, magazines, newsletters, scientific journals and films or video reproductions.


No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purpose set forth in paragraphs above. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

ARTICLE III
DISSOLUTION
Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the assets after the payment of all creditors and other liabilities shall be distributed and disposed of to further the purposes and primary object for which the Corporation was formed or to a non-profit organization.
1.
ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP
Any individual who indicates an interest in the building or flying of model aircraft or in the skills and science of model aeronautics and is willing to share in the programs of the corporation and is a current member of the “Academy of Model Aeronautics, Inc.” (AMA), and is judged to be of good character, shall be eligible for membership.  Membership is capped at fifty members excluding Family Membership which is capped at five members and Honorable Lifetime Member which has no cap. Members shall be of the following classes.

Regular Membership, Individuals 18 years of age or older.  The total number of regular members shall be limited from time to time by a majority vote of all members present at a regularly scheduled membership meeting, provided that no limit shall be voted which would reduce the number of regular members to a number less than the then-current total of regular members in good standing. 

Family Membership, Individuals under 18 years of age whose parent / guardian is an active member of the club, may become a family member, but are only allowed to fly with a club member present, provided that they have an AMA membership and have been certified by the club safety officer . When a family member who has been a family member in good standing for a minimum of two years attains the age of 18 they will be allowed to become a regular member and may exceed the capped limit of regular members.     

Junior Membership, Individuals under the age of 18 are eligible to fly with a club member present, provided that they have an AMA membership and have been certified by the club safety officer. These members are exempt from dues payment and are given priority consideration for full membership upon reaching the age of 18.  These members are not counted toward the overall membership cap.
Honorable Lifetime Member. An honorable lifetime member must be a member of the Bristol County Radio Control Club for a minimum of 5 years. The honorable lifetime member agrees to maintain an AMA Membership unless flying strictly with a buddy box with an active club member. The honorable lifetime member receives all the rights and privileges as any other club member. Dues are waived.
Application and Acceptance.  Prospective members shall apply for membership by submitting a signed application to the secretary/clerk at any regular meeting.  Voting on the application may take place at that or the next regularly scheduled meeting provided that the current limit in regular membership is not exceeded.  If no vacancy exists, the application shall be placed on a waiting list, but in the order received and voted on in that order as each vacancy arises at a regularly scheduled meeting subject to the preference due former junior members.  An affirmative vote of ¾ of the membership in attendance shall be sufficient to elect to membership.

ARTICLE V
DUES

Annual dues shall be established for each class or membership by majority vote of the members in attendance at the annual meeting.


Dues shall be assessed on an annual basis and shall be payable on or before January 31st of each year.  New members accepted within the first half of any year shall be assessed for the full annual dues and those accepted for membership within the second half of any year shall be assessed for one-half the annual dues.  In each case, dues are payable within seven (7) days of acceptance.

Any member whose dues remain unpaid 30 days from the date due, shall be considered as having resigned his or her membership and shall have that membership automatically terminated.  Any member who desires to be reinstated may be reinstated as a new member (providing AMA membership is current) is subject to the then current limitation in the number of regular members.  A 
waiting period of one year must elapse before that member shall be eligible for reinstatement.  This 
requirement may be waived by a vote of 2/3 of the members present at a regularly scheduled meeting.

2.
ARTICLE VI
TERMINATION

Any member who fails to maintain a membership with the “Academy of Model Aeronautics, Inc.” (AMA) and/or consistently violates the field safety rules, the by-laws of the Corporation, or any other rules duly promulgated by the Executive Committee or the membership or who conducts himself in a manner not authorized by and prejudicial to the welfare of, or the good name of the Corporation shall be subject to censure or termination at the recommendation of the Executive Committee by a vote of 2/3 of the membership present at a regularly scheduled or special meeting of the members.


Written notice of the Executive Committee recommendation to terminate a member shall be sent by regular mail or email to the subject member and all other voting members at least twenty (20) days prior to the regularly scheduled or special meeting in the same manner as required for the annual meeting.


The reason for the Executive Committee’s recommendation shall be stated in full detail at the said meeting unless a reading of the details is waived by the subject member.  The subject member shall be allowed to review all evidence, to question any and all witnesses against him, and to make a statement in his own defense.  Upon termination, the member shall forfeit all of his rights and privileges of membership, all rights and title in and to the corporation or its assets and the right to use the official flying sites currently used by the Corporation members.  Dues are not refundable.

ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS

The regular meetings of the membership shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at a location determined from time to time by the Executive committee.  Notice of a change in the time and location of the meeting shall be given in writing via email ten (10) days in advance.


The Executive committee may meet from time to time at a time and location determined by the President.  Any one or more of the Executive Committee may call an Executive Committee meeting by notifying the President who shall call said meeting within 7 days of said notice.


Annual meetings of the membership for the election of officers and such other business as required shall be held on the first Tuesday of November each year, if not a holiday; if a holiday, then on the next Tuesday following (that is not a holiday) and may be held within or without the Commonwealth.

Notice of the time and place of the annual meeting shall be given in writing by regular mail or email, at least 20 days prior to such meeting, to each member eligible to vote at the address currently appearing on the record of the corporation.  The above notice may be contained in the monthly or periodic newsletter if said mailing meets the above requirements.


Special meetings shall be called for any purpose by a vote of the Executive Committee or by the secretary/clerk at the written request of  25% of the then-current members entitled to vote, said request stating the purpose or purposes of the requested meeting.  Said meeting shall be called within 20 days of the receipt of the request.

Written notice of the time, place and purposes of any special meetings shall be given in writing in the same manner as required for the annual meeting.  Said meeting shall be confined to the purpose or purposes stated in said notice.


All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures set out in “Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised” insofar as they are applicable and not inconsistent with these by-laws.

3.
ARTICLE VIII
OFFICERS

The affairs of the corporation shall be managed by the Executive Committee which shall be comprised of the officers of the Corporation.  They shall also function as the Board of directors of the Corporation.
The offices of the Corporation shall be as follows:

PRESIDENT

The President shall preside at all meetings of the members and of the Executive Committee.  He shall perform all of the duties of a presiding officer and shall implement all of the directives, policies, and resolutions duly imposed by the members and/or the Executive Committee.  He shall have the power to appoint members to such special committees as the Executive Committee shall establish and he or his appointee shall serve as chairperson of any said committees.  Any appointee’s term shall expire with the expiration of the term of the President.  In addition, the President shall have all of such other duties, powers, and obligations authorized to the office by the membership, the Executive Committee, or the law.

VICE-PRESIDENT

The Vice-President shall preside over all meetings of the membership or Executive Committee in the absence or the disability of the President and may perform/exercise all of the presidential duties during that period, and shall have such other legal duties and powers as may be imposed upon him by vote of the membership and/or the Executive Committee.

TREASURER

The Treasurer shall have custody of all funds of the corporation and shall keep an accurate record of all receipts of cash or property and the sale, disposition, or distribution of the same, in accordance with accepted accounting procedures in records which shall be the property of the Corporation and available to the membership and/or the Executive Committee, in appropriate circumstances.

All assets are to be held in the name of the Corporation and all monies shall be deposited in the name of the corporation, as may be designated by the Executive Committee.  The Treasurer may disperse funds or dispose of assets only as may be ordered by the Executive Committee or the membership.  No disbursements shall be made by check unless said check is signed by the President or the Treasurer.  All bills of sale or other evidence of transfer of title to other Corporation assets shall require the signature of the President and Treasurer, accompanied by a certified copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee or membership authorizing such sale or transfer.

SECRETARY/CLERK

The Secretary/Clerk shall attend all meetings (except those that circumstance or illness prevent) of the Executive Committee and all meetings of the membership (with the same exception) and shall act as clerk of each meeting, recording the minutes of all proceedings and the votes on all motions, proposals, and resolutions.  He shall give notice of all meetings requiring prior notice in accordance with the terms of these by-laws or any otherwise required by resolution of the Executive Committee or membership.  In addition, he shall maintain a list of all members, their addresses, applications for membership, and other required documents or information, and shall keep a list of pending applications for membership and make such lists available when required.  The keeping of the corporate seal and its affixation to any instrument requiring the same, shall be part of the Secretary/Clerk’s duties along with the conducting of all correspondence duly authorized.  In the absence of the Secretary/Clerk the President shall appoint a Secretary/Clerk “pro tem” in his place to act in his stead.

SAFETY OFFICER

The Safety Officer shall serve on the Executive Committee.  He shall be responsible for enforcing
 and implementing all rules and requirements voted upon by the Executive Committee and/or 
membership, relative to the safe and careful function of the activities of the Corporation.  He shall 
be responsible for the adherence to AMA safety standards as well as applicable FAA regulations.

He shall have sole discretion as to the application and interpretation of all safety rules and said interpretation shall be binding on all members, including members of the Executive Committee until such time as the safety rule be modified by a majority  vote of the membership at a regularly scheduled or special meeting of the membership.  The Safety Officer shall be an ex-officio member of all committees created to consider, impose, or discuss rules of, or matters concerning, the safe conduct of, activities of, or the safe use of facilities or assets of the Corporation.

VACANCIES and RESTRICTIONS


Any vacancies which may occur in the Executive Committee may be filled until the date of the next annual meeting by a majority vote of the membership at the next regularly scheduled or special meeting, provided that notice of the intention to fill such vacancy is given to each member 20 days in advance according to the requirements for the annual meeting


All officers, except those appointed to fill vacancies, shall hold office for one year or until a new slate of officers has been properly elected by the membership.  

ARTICLE IX
COMMITTEES

The executive Committee, by majority vote, may from time to time create committees for various purposes commensurate with the purposes of the Corporation.  The president or his appointee shall be the chairperson of any such committees.


There shall be at least one standing committee composed of three members who shall be known as the Safety Committee.  The Safety Officer shall serve as a member of this committee.  It will be the responsibility of this committee to promote the safe conduct of all Corporation activities and to consider, propose, and recommend safety rules to be applied at any field or flying site used for club activities to the membership for its consideration.

ARTICLE X
FIELD SAFETY
All Corporation activities shall be conducted in a safe manner and in accordance with those safety rules currently in effect concerning those activities.  Each member shall receive a copy of the current field safety rules and each agrees to conduct himself in accordance therewith.  The serious or consistent violation of said rules shall be reason for censure and/or termination as provided in these by-laws.

ARTICLE XI
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

All members in good standing may seek or nominate someone else for any office by notifying the Secretary/Clerk in writing, signed by at least two other members in good standing, prior to the regularly scheduled meeting immediately prior to the date of the annual election (the first Tuesday in November).


The Secretary/Clerk shall obtain each nominee’s consent and then cause the names of all persons properly nominated to appear in a written ballot for consideration of the members present at the annual meeting.  Copies of said ballot shall be sent to each member, along with notice of the time, date and place of the annual meeting at least 20 days prior to said meeting, in accordance with provisions in these by-laws for the annual meeting.


The ballot shall consist of at least one candidate for each office.  In the event it shall appear that a member has received sufficient votes to be elected to one or more offices, he shall be required to select that office which he will serve.  That candidate receiving the next highest vote to any office refused shall be declared elected to that office.  The votes for any elected office shall be the subject of a run-off election at the same annual meeting.


In the event that the membership shall fail to properly nominate a candidate to one or more offices, then between the date of that regular membership meeting immediately preceding the annual meeting and the twentieth day prior to said annual meeting, the Executive Committee, sitting as a nomination committee, may nominate a candidate, with his consent, to fill such office and so notify the Secretary/Clerk to place that person’s name upon the ballot.


Each member qualified to vote, present at the annual meeting, shall vote by secret ballot and give his completed ballot to the Secretary/Clerk for validation and counting.  No member shall vote for more than one candidate for any one office and any such votes shall be considered invalid for either candidate.


Newly elected officers shall be duly installed and will assume office at the first regularly scheduled meeting following the date of the annual meeting.

ARTICLE XII
AMENDMENT TO THE BY-LAWS
These by-laws may be altered, amended, or repealed, or new by-laws may be adopted at any regularly scheduled or special meeting by a vote of at least 2/3 of those members present at said meeting and entitled to vote, provided that notice of the intention to amend the by-laws and the proposed amendments, along with the time, date and place of the meeting, have been given in writing to each member at least 20 days prior to the said meeting. The term “in writing” shall allow for the use of email.
ARTICLE XIII
GENDER
Wherever in these by-laws a word, phrase or pronoun is used in the masculine gender, that word, phrase or pronoun shall be read and interpreted to include the feminine gender also.

ACCEPTANCE

These by-laws were presented to the members of the Bristol County Radio Control Club in advance and accepted by unanimous vote of the members present at the regularly scheduled meeting of said club on Sept. 4, 2018.

At the first meeting of the incorporation of the Bristol County Radio Control Club, Inc. and after election of officers and/or the Board of Directors, these by-laws were voted on and accepted by unanimous vote as the official by-laws of said corporation on Sept 4, 2018.
6.
Field Rules – Ferry Farm

And

Field Rules – Mary’s Pond

7.
Field Rules – Ferry Farm

Purpose:

The purpose of these field and safety rules is not only to insure the safe enjoyment of model aviation in all of its forms but to preserve our members’ welcome and the good name of our organization wherever any of our members choose to exercise their flying skills as members of the Bristol County Radio Control Club or as a guest of any other club or organization inviting or permitting their participation.

Scope:

These rules are specifically applicable to the clubs currently approved and sanctioned flying site on the Ferry Property in South Dartmouth. However many of these rules are just as applicable to club members activities at other locations either supplement the rules of other clubs or to control flying activities at non-sanctioned locations.

The field rules are a supplement to the A.M.A. National Model Aircraft Safety Code as well as applicable FAA Regulations and shall be strictly adhered to.

Zero Tolerance Policy:

Anyone arguing, inciting an argument and/or excessive profanity will be asked to leave for the day. Repeated offensives will be just cause for termination from the club.

General Rules:

The field is open 9am to dusk Monday through Friday for those flying quiet electric-powered aircraft, and at 12 noon to dusk on Saturday and Sunday and all holidays for all members in good standing. Gasoline- powered aircraft are allowed to fly from 10am to dusk Monday through Friday and 12 noon to dusk on Saturday and Sundays and all holidays.  There is limited flying during hunting season, hours will be posted at the field during this time. Do not arrive before these times.

Speed limit on the lane from the street to the flying field is not to exceed 5 mph.

The two gates must be left as found upon arrival and departure. Parking is allowed only in the pit area. 

Members must insure that guests do not interfere with planes in the pit area. Non-flying guests are not allowed on the flight line at any time. 

There is absolutely no smoking and alcoholic beverage to be consumed at the field by any member or guest. Termination will result. 

Members are expected to keep the flying and parking area free from litter. 

Members must carry and have available a valid AMA membership card. 

Guests are limited to only three visits in any given twelve months for flying without joining the club. 

8.

Any complaints, problems, inconsistencies concerning the flying site, by our host or neighbors must be brought to the attention of the Club Safety Officer or member of the executive committee immediately for their action, giving the time, date and pertinent information.

Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) safety codes as well as applicable FAA Regulations must be adhered to at all times.

Ground Regulations:

For 72 MHz frequency users -A frequency pin must be placed in the correct position on the frequency board before turning on any transmitter (to insure that no other flyer is using the same frequency). If you turn on a transmitter without a frequency pin and cause a crash, you are liable for the damages to the plane and possible suspension from the club. Transmitters must be turned off placed in the impound rack and frequency pin removed from the frequency board upon returning to the pit from flying or after use in the pit area. 

Engine sound level of 95db within a 5’ radius is maximum. Exception may be made only with the approval of the Safety Officer or another club member if the Safety Officer is not in attendance.

Position planes so not to interfere with vehicle traffic and persons, keeping exhaust away from vehicles and other flyers and guest. 

No nylon props over .36 cu. in., unless fiber filled. 

All combustion engines must have mufflers, except 4 cycle engines and ½ A s up to .079 c.c. Further exceptions may be made for antique engines with the Safety Officers approval. 

Taxiing:

No taxiing in the pit area by any aircraft. Aircraft must be towed or carried. 

Taxi out un-tethered aircraft only if no one is on the field, otherwise all aircraft must be carried to or tethered while taxiing to the field. 

Absolutely no taxiing back at any time on the taxi way. Either carry or tow aircraft back to the pit area. 

Retrieving an aircraft from the runway. You must announce you intentions to go onto the runway to other flyers on the flight line that have aircraft flying at the time.

No engine restarts on the runway. Pilots must take their aircraft to the Field Start-up Bench on the flight line.
Flying Rules:

Announce your intentions to other flyers when going onto the field.

All takeoffs and landings must be announced to other flyers on the flight line.

Position yourself at the flight line area while flying. Keep way from other flyers (transmitter courtesy).

Flying time is limited to fifteen minutes per flight for powered aircraft.

Landing aircraft have the right of way over other powered aircraft.

Gliders have the right of way over powered aircraft.

9.
Dead stick (engine out) or any aircraft announced to be in an emergency condition has priority over all other aircraft.

In a dead stick, transmitter or any other emergency situation you must call out “DEAD STICK” or inform the other flyers in a LOUD VOICE that you are in trouble and SAY what the problem is for their safety and yours.
Any aircraft that is outside of the field boundaries is considered in an emergency condition.

Field boundaries are; to the north unlimited, east not behind the flight line, south not beyond the property line and west unlimited. RESTRICED AREAS are northeast, southeast and in back of the flight line including parking and pit areas.

No more than 4 aircraft in the air at any one time or unless approved by the Safety Officer.

If four flyers are in the air at once, they must have a spotter with them to observe all other aircraft flying at the time.

All ‘touch and go’s” MUST be announced if there is another pilot or pilots on the flight line.
A power pass down the runway must not go below twenty feet if there is another person on the flight line, the pilot’s observer or instructor are exceptions. 

Aircraft must not be flown in back of the flight line at any time. 

Extreme caution is to be observed to avoid flying over the pit, parking area and the area to the northeast and southeast of the field. Stay away from the far south end of the field. (New homes in the area).
Gliders:

Gliders tow lines shall not cross the runway. 

Gliders shall be launched in an appropriate area free from interference with powered aircraft and only after announcing their intention to do so to the flyers on the flight line. 

Helicopters and Multi-Rotors:

Not to be flown with any fixed-wing aircraft. Time will be given upon request.

Club Equipment:

All club equipment is for the use of members and guests at the club’s 

official flying site.

10.

Enforcement:

***IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF EACH AND EVERY MEMBER TO ENFORCE THESE RULES!***
Any member observing a violation shall immediately take steps to correct that violation and make sure that all facts are known by the Safety Officer. 

The Safety Officer shall investigate. Upon being satisfied that a violation has occurred he may elect to immediately ground that pilot for that day and/or subsequent days. If in the opinion of the Safety Officer a more severe sanction is warranted he shall bring all of the facts to the next meeting of the Executive Board who shall review those facts and make a recommendation for further sanctions, up to and including revocation of membership.

The action of the Safety Officer may be appealed in writing to the Executive Board within ten days.

Field Rules – Mary’s Pond

All the above applicable rules still apply with the addition to the below flying rules for the property, Mary’s Pond, Rochester MA  

Flying Rules:
All AMA standard rules apply.

Fuel catch cup must be used at all times on fuel powered craft.

Engine noise must be kept to a maximum of no more than 95 decibels.
Any boaters or fishermen have right away over aircraft taking off.

Announce all take offs, landings, and especially emergency landings to other flyers or anyone on water’s edge or pond surface.

Absolutely no garbage or personal debris left behind. 

Park in logical manner not to block bog access road or pump house area. 

No flying over trees on East/South East side bordering pond if it can be avoided. There are homes present.

No flying of fuel powered planes before 9:00am. (Events are an exception). 

DO NOT ENTER PROPERTY IF GATE IS CLOSED. INSECTICIDE IN USE. NO FLYING.
Wind direction determines takeoff and landing approach. Practice safe flying if direction determines approaches over the bog from the North East. Flying over the bog behind the flight line is only allowed when wind direction deems necessary. Approaches will not be made directly over pitting area for safety reasons. 

11.

No buzzing or harassing of any wildlife at any time. There are Ospreys and Eagles in the area.

In case of a crash, all debris must be removed from the pond. Surface and bottom included if at all possible.

Absolutely no gasoline motors allowed on anyone’s retrieval boat. Electric, sail, or oars only.

No flying except with workers permission if bog is in use by workers when arriving at flying site. This does not include workers arriving after pilot has established an “open” bog area and flying has commenced. Workers often maintain pump house area and flying does not interfere with their duties.

If you are requested to stop flying by anyone you should do so immediately. This applies to all Decas employees, neighbors, police, etc. Let the club officers know of any such request immediately. 

If anyone becomes irate at your flying, land immediately and be courteous. Explain that the BCRCC has permission to fly at the site and try to determine why the person is irate. Get this person’s information and forward it to the clubs officers immediately.  DO NOT JUST WALK AWAY OR IGNORE the person complaining. 

Amended Sept 4, 2018.
12.

                     Amendments to Bristol County Radio Control, Inc. By-laws

              1.  Field and Pond Safety –All club members must be certified/qualified by the Safety Officer, or his designee, before being allowed to fly unaided at the club sites.

              2.  Club Events – All pilots will be required to be certified/qualified by the Safety Officer, or his designee,  before participating in all sanctioned or public club events whether on or off club sites.  All participating aircraft must be deemed “airworthy” in the opinion of the Safety Officer or his designee.

Amended September 4, 2018
13.

